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UAE ARMS SALES 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, we have 
a vote coming up—it could be the end 
of this week—that has to do with the 
arms sales to the United Arab Emir-
ates. I strongly support this; however, 
some of my colleagues do not support 
it, and there is now a joint resolution 
of disapproval. I would hope that we 
would really stop and think about that 
because this is a very significant thing 
that we are talking about. 

The agreement between Israel and 
UAE is one of the Abraham Accords. It 
is a very significant one. It is one that 
President Trump was able to get to-
gether with the two countries, Israel 
and UAE, and it is really a great thing. 
It is a major breakthrough in the Mid-
dle East. 

He has done a lot of great things, the 
President has. I know he is controver-
sial, but in terms of his energy policy, 
the military, and the economy he has 
been right on target. 

So anyway, Arab-Israeli peace is not 
unprecedented, but the agreement be-
tween Israel and the UAE has moved 
further and faster than any other 
agreements that preceded it in the 
past. 

It seems that the UAE and Israel are 
finding new areas of cooperation al-
most every day. They are now working 
together on security, pandemic re-
sponse, education, and even media. 
This partnership is deep and reflects 
the growing acceptance of our friend 
Israel in the region. 

Most importantly, it did not require 
Israel to do anything. They didn’t have 
to give up anything. So this is a major, 
major achievement. Now is the time to 
take advantage of the gains that we 
have. 

President Trump has treated Israel 
like a friend, and other countries have 
rushed in to that friendship. We have 
several other countries in Africa and in 
the Middle East who are joined in with 
Israel that have never been there be-
fore. 

The sale ensures that Israel’s quali-
tative military edge is not affected. We 
know this because the Israelis them-
selves have said this. Moreover, this 
sale deepens the UAE’s partnership 
with the United States and prevents it 
from turning toward China and Russia. 

Now, this is the problem that we 
have. If we don’t do this, if we don’t co-
operate with these countries in the 
Middle East, then you are going to 
have China and Russia out there tak-
ing advantage of it. 

The UAE is worthy of this sale be-
cause it is strongly aligned with the 
United States in the Middle East. It is 
a vital counterterrorism partner. The 
UAE has fought alongside our troops in 
Afghanistan and against ISIS. They 
have been our friend for a long time. 

It is also vital to the U.S. efforts 
against Iran—both Iran’s ambition of 
regional dominance and its support for 
terrorist proxies. 

Voting down this sale would signal to 
our partners that even when they do 

everything that we ask—fight along-
side our soldiers, pursue shared inter-
ests in the region, and make meaning-
ful peace with Israel—the United 
States won’t have their backs. This is 
not the reputation that we want to 
gain. 

The truth is, they are reliable, and 
we appreciate that. We are reliable, 
and the United States has long stood 
with its partner Israel against its ad-
versary, the Iranian regime. 

This sale to the UAE is consistent 
with that approach. Nobody here would 
support it if Israel were not on board, 
but they are on board. What is more, 
they will bolster our longstanding ef-
forts to counter Iran’s nefarious re-
gional activities. 

The UAE is a strong partner that al-
ready has cutting-edge technology 
from our F–16 activity. They have been 
using that fighter aircraft for a long 
period of time, and this sale of the F– 
35 fighter jet is a continuation of that 
partnership. 

For these reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to support the sale and to op-
pose the joint resolution of dis-
approval. A vote against the resolution 
is a vote for peace in the Middle East. 
A vote for this resolution is a vote to 
give Iran, China, and Russia more 
power and influence in that region, and 
it would make our world less safe. It 
would send a message, also, around the 
world that we don’t support our 
friends. It is a very significant vote to 
take place for the successes we have 
had in the Middle East, and I encour-
age people to oppose the resolution of 
disapproval. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 

want to echo what the chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee said with 
regard to this upcoming vote. It is, ac-
tually, a very important vote, and I 
think that when you look at the lead-
ership of the UAE and what they have 
done, we are seeing major peace agree-
ments between our traditional Gulf 
Arab allies and Israel. This is really 
significant. This is a whole different 
approach to addressing some of the 
long-term challenges with regard to 
the Middle East, and it is starting to 
work. 

I think it is imperative that this 
body, particularly at this time, send a 
message of support to countries and 
leaders—the UAE, in particular, given 
this upcoming vote—that have taken 
risks. Leadership sometimes requires 
you to take risks, and we know that 
the history in the Middle East is some-
times—when you have countries and 
leaders who take risks with regard to 
peace with Israel, those leaders can ac-
tually have dire consequences. Look 
what happened in Egypt, after that 
peace agreement, with their leaders. 

I think it is very important that we, 
as a body, in a bipartisan, strong way 
come down in support not just of the 
progress that has been made in the re-

gion but also the broader strategic re-
alignment that is happening. 

Why is that happening? Because we 
all recognize—the United States, 
Israel, our traditional Gulf Arab allies, 
our traditional Arab allies in the re-
gion—that the biggest challenge, the 
biggest threat in the region is the ter-
rorist regime in Iran, which is the big-
gest challenge and biggest threat to 
peace and security in the region. 

There has been enormous progress. 
The President and his team deserve a 
lot of the credit. Rebuilding our mili-
tary deserves a lot of credit, which we 
have all done here. But we need to send 
a signal that policies that have been 
tried before, particularly policies that 
appease the largest state-sponsor of 
terrorism in the world, don’t work. The 
policies of strength, the policies of 
standing together—Israel, United 
States, our traditional Arab allies— 
that is what is working, and that is 
what is bringing peace. 

This vote that is going to happen 
soon is a lot more than just a vote on 
weapon sales. It is a vote on this body 
helping to cement the reorientation in 
the region toward peace and toward 
recognizing what the challenge is. 

The challenge that we all face is the 
biggest terrorist regime in the world, 
which threatens the United States, 
threatens Israel, threatens the UAE, 
and threatens Saudi Arabia. That is 
why we need a strong vote in the way 
the chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee just talked about. I am 
fully supportive of where he is, and I 
am hopeful that this body will vote for 
continued peace and strength, particu-
larly as it relates to the terrorist re-
gime in Iran, and not send the wrong 
signal to our friends and allies, par-
ticularly when historic progress—yes, 
it has been historic progress—is being 
made in the region. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
f 

REMEMBERING CASSIE JOHNSON 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor the life and legacy of 
one of West Virginia’s finest. 

Patrolwoman Cassie Johnson of the 
Charleston Police Department rep-
resented the very best of who we are as 
a statewide community. She was taken 
from us far too soon, on December 3, 
2020, at the age of 28. 

Cassie was the daughter of an iron-
worker. She shared her mother’s steely 
resolve and iron constitution. 

Being a police officer in the city she 
loved and grew up in was a dream come 
true for Cassie. She was sworn in by 
Mayor Amy Goodwin in January 2019 
and had previously worked as a city 
humane officer. 

Cassie was born and raised in our 
State’s capital. She could have gone 
anywhere, and she chose to stay and 
protect and serve the community that 
made her who she was. 

She was truly a beautiful person in 
every way. 
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Growing up, Cassie was an athlete 

and particularly loved softball. She 
would one day find that the Little 
League field she played on as a child 
was on her beat. So she watched over it 
with great care so the current genera-
tion of children could play in safety. 

One of the first things she did when 
she was assigned to the field was to 
clean up the drug paraphernalia to 
make the field a safe place for kids. Be-
cause of her efforts, children and their 
families have been able to enjoy the 
field as a clean, safe, fun place to play. 

Cassie was an animal lover and dedi-
cated her life to rescuing pets who had 
been cast aside, even taking an animal 
behavior class in Tennessee so she 
could better understand the language 
of dogs. 

Cassie’s beloved dog Emma was a 
chocolate lab who passed away a few 
months ago. Cassie grieved deeply for 
Emma because she had a special con-
nection with her. 

Years ago, when Cassie was in high 
school, Emma had nine chocolate lab 
pups in Cassie’s bedroom. Her mom 
tells the story of taking the runt of the 
litter with her to pick up Cassie at 
school. When they got home, there 
were chocolate lab pups running every-
where. This was just one of the many 
adventures Cassie had with Emma. No 
doubt, they are reunited again. 

Cassie was a music lover, most likely 
because her mother sang her to sleep as 
a child. She was surrounded by instru-
ments and music throughout her life. 
She loved to make the world beautiful, 
and that is also why she enjoyed deco-
rating for the holidays. 

The weekend before she passed, she 
decorated her mother’s house for 
Christmas, alongside her dear sister 
Chelsea. One of the last actions she 
took the day of her passing was to wipe 
the snow from those holiday decora-
tions because she always looked out for 
her mother any way that she could. 

Most importantly, Cassie was a genu-
inely good person, and she lived her 
whole life with West Virginia values. 
She worked hard and bought her own 
home at the age of 25. She was beloved 
in the community and in her profes-
sion, as evidenced in the tremendous 
outpouring of grief. The support and 
fellowship that followed her tragic 
passing has been unbelievable. 

Her mother describes her as respect-
ful and well-mannered throughout her 
whole life. 

Cassie will be deeply be missed, not 
only because of who she was but be-
cause we are all so keenly aware of and 
sorrowful for what might have been. 

No one can take away what Cassie 
represented to the Charleston commu-
nity and the entire Mountain State. 
Every one of our female leaders in West 
Virginia is an epitome of strength and 
advancement in their fields and serve 
as inspiring role models for the next 
generation. That is due in great part to 
the women who broke ground in gen-
erations past. Because of their accom-
plishments, young women like Cassie 

have and will blaze their own trails and 
continue to make our State and entire 
Nation proud. 

I have such tremendous respect for 
our police officers and all of our first 
responders. Cassie’s compassion, cour-
age, and selflessness will live on 
through the memories of those who 
knew and loved her, as well as through 
the countless lives she touched and in-
spired every day. 

She leaves us having made a pro-
found impact in the community that 
she loved, as well as in the lives of 
those around her. 

I had the tremendous and humbling 
honor of visiting with Cassie’s family 
at her bedside in her final hours. It is 
clear to me that Cassie came from 
strong roots and that her life was filled 
with joy and love. She was a beloved 
daughter and sister and a loyal friend, 
who adored her three dogs and all ani-
mals. 

Cassie was an organ donor. Her final 
act of selflessness has given someone 
else a chance. 

The Charleston Police Department 
has retired Cassie’s unit number, 146. 

I know I join the entire Mountain 
State in mourning our shared loss of 
this bright, generous, and vibrant spir-
it. 

Gayle and I extend our deepest con-
dolences to Cassie’s mother Sheryl, sis-
ter Chelsea, brother Terry, and all of 
her family and friends, her colleagues 
with the Charleston Police Depart-
ment, as well as the city of Charleston, 
and will forever keep them in our pray-
ers. 

May God watch over Cassie. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

REMEMBERING PAUL SARBANES 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
when you are new to the U.S. Senate, it 
is not unusual for friends and people 
back home, after you have been there a 
while, to say: So who are the good guys 
and who are the bad guys in the Sen-
ate? Who are the ones you really like 
and what can you tell us about the rest 
of them? 

It is a common question that is 
asked, and I do remember, as a new 
Senator here, reflecting on that ques-
tion and saying: You know, if I had an 
important decision to make in the Sen-
ate, whatever the issue might be, there 
are two Senators whom I always want 
to sit down and get their advice. One 
was Carl Levin of Michigan—one of the 
most thoughtful, smart guys I had a 
chance to serve with, and the other was 
Paul Sarbanes. He just always struck 
me as a man of substance, who took 

questions seriously. He was respected 
in the U.S. Senate for his service, of 
course, to Maryland, and he was just a 
good person. He brought real integrity 
to the U.S. Senate. 

So when I learned that he passed 
away just a few days ago, I wanted to 
put a few things in the RECORD. 

He was a man of towering intellect 
and integrity, but he was modest. He 
didn’t care about headlines. He did so 
much good work behind the scenes. He 
was given some of the toughest assign-
ments. 

Think about the responsibility of 
dealing with the great recession and 
then working with Republican Con-
gressman Oxley to put together a real-
ly significant reform of Wall Street 
and the financial community. We knew 
we could trust Paul Sarbanes to do it, 
and he did it in a bipartisan fashion. 

He was a proud son of immigrants. 
He never forgot it. His parents emi-
grated from the same town in Greece 
but only met in America. 

The Sarbanes owned a famous res-
taurant in Salisbury, MD, and gave it 
the quintessentially American name— 
the Mayflower Restaurant. Paul 
worked in the restaurant as a boy, and 
he and his family lived above the res-
taurant. 

He graduated from public high 
school, won a scholarship to Princeton 
University, studied as a Rhodes scholar 
at Oxford University, and in 1960 
earned a law degree from Harvard. Not 
bad for an immigrant’s son. 

From Harvard, Paul went to the 
White House, where he was one of the 
best and brightest who answered Presi-
dent John Kennedy’s call to public 
service. There, he worked as an admin-
istrative assistant to Walter Heller, 
who was Chairman of President Ken-
nedy’s Council of Economic Advisers. 

Paul Sarbanes’ parents taught him 
that serving one’s nation in public 
service was a noble calling. 

One of the many Greek words Paul 
Sarbanes learned from his parents was 
the word ‘‘idiotes.’’ It is the Greek root 
word for the English word ‘‘idiot,’’ but 
it has a different meaning in Greek. It 
means someone who takes no part in 
the affairs of his community. In the 
Sarbanes family, that was almost a 
curse. 

Paul and his parents believed that 
service to others and to their adopted 
homeland was a noble calling. So Paul 
first ran for elective office. In 1966, he 
was elected to the Maryland House of 
Delegates. 

In 1970, the people of Maryland elect-
ed him to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. He was a young Congressman 
when he wrote one of the successful Ar-
ticles of Impeachment against then- 
President Nixon for lying about his 
Watergate burglary. 

In 1976, he won his first election to 
the U.S. Senate. He would go on to 
serve 30 years in the Chamber. He was 
a voice of reason on both the Senate 
Iran-Contra and Whitewater commit-
tees. 
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